[A case of PAN with positive Hbs Ag cured by immunosuppressive and antiviral therapies: a case report].
Polyarteritis nodosa (PAN) first described by Kussmaul and Maier in 1866, is a multisystem necrotizing vasculitis of small and middle-sized muscular arteries. The presence of hepatitis B antigenemia (Hbs Ag) in approximately 30% of patients with PAN as well as immune complexes of Hbs Ag-Immunoglobulins and complement in the blood vessel walls strongly suggest the role of immunologic phenomena. The extremely poor prognosis of classic PAN has been modified by corticosteroid treatment with boluses of cyclophosphamide, and plasmapheresis. We report a case of PAN with renal, cardiac, central and peripheral nervous system involvement associated with active hepatitis B that got a total remission with corticosteroids, lamivudine and boluses of cyclophosphamide without plasmapheresis.